Adverbs

What are adverbs and what kinds of adverbs are there?
How are adverbs formed in Czech?

While adjectives modify nouns, adverbs modify anything other than a noun:
adjectives (“strangely interesting”’), verbs (“to run fast”), or clauses/sentences (“I study
rarely”). Unlike Czech adjectives and nouns, Czech adverbs have neither gender nor
case: they do not change form.

Adverbs fall into different types.

Adverbs of manner

These are formed from adjectives and generally correspond to English adverbs in -/y.
They describe the manner with which an action takes place. Adverbs of manner
include the following:

Adjective Adverb

rychly rychle quickly
samozrejmy samozrejmé obviously
plynny plynné fluently
Spatny Spatné badly
(ne)legalni (ne)legalne (iD)legally
elegantni elegantné elegantly
drzy drze impudently
krdsny krdasne beautifully

Adverbs of time

There are many words that comment on the temporal contours of an event or situation,
and most of these are adverbs. They are not derived words, but must be memorized
separately. Some examples are:

Adverb

ted now

uz already
uz ne- no longer
jeste still, yet
jeste ne- not yet
loni last year



letos this year

poprvé for the first time
dnes today
véera yesterday
zitra tomorrow
Adverbs of place

There are also many words that localize an event or situation in space, and many of
these are adverbs of place. They include:

Adverb

tam there

tady /| tu here

uvnitr inside
uprostred in the middle

vpravo / vlevo  on the right / on the left

venku outside
pryc away
sem to here
odtud from there...
Adpverbs of frequency

Some words comment on the frequency with which an event takes place. Adverbs of
frequency include:

Adverb

nekolikrat several times
mdlokdy rarely
casto often
nikdy never
denné daily
tydné weekly
mésicné monthly
rocné yearly
obcas sometimes
nekdy sometimes



Adverbs of degree

Some words make reference to degree (they quantify a situation), and these words
include adverbs like the ones below:

Adverb

trochu a little

mdlo a few

mnoho many

moc many, very
témer almost

velmi / velice very

prilis too (much)
priblizne approximately

Adverbs expressing modality

Some words express a speaker’s stance toward an event or situation. These include
adverbs of modality like the following:

Adverb

snad probably
asi probably
spis(e) rather

Regular formation of adverbs

As the examples above illustrate, many adverbs must simply be memorized as
individual words. Adverbs derived from adjectives, however, have certain regular
paths of formation.

Many Czech adverbs formed from adjectives end in -&/-e: the adjectival ending drops,
and -¢/-e is added in its place.

Adjective Adverb
tradicni tradicné traditionally
skvely skvele wonderfully



osobni osobnée personally

kratky kratce briefly
moudry moudre wisely
hrozny hrozné horribly
nahodily nahodile accidentally

This ending causes stem-final consonant shifts: dobry ~ dobre (“well”); tichy ~ tise
(“quietly”); drahy ~ draze (“expensively”), tezky ~ tezce (“with difficulty™).

If an adjective ends in -sky or -cky, the corresponding adverb ends in -sky or -cky.
This type of adverb includes many words referring to the speaking (reading,
writing...) of languages.

Adjective Adverb

logicky logicky logically
automaticky automaticky automatically
optimisticky optimisticky optimistically
anglicky anglicky English

cesky Cesky Czech

rusky rusky Russian
slovensky slovensky Slovak

Some adverbs formed from adjectives end in -o0: dlouhy ~ dlouho (“for a long time”);
davny ~ davno (“a long time ago”); daleky ~ daleko (“ftar away”); blizky ~ blizko
(“near”); vysoky ~ vysoko (“high™); primy ~ primo (“directly”)...

A few adverbs end in -u: pomaly ~ pomalu (“slowly”).

Identify the adverb in the following contexts. What kind of adverb is it? Is it an
adverb derived from an adjective? What does the entire context mean?

1. Obcan¢ USA se divaji pesimisticky do budoucnosti.

2. Obama bude muset znovu nominovat velvyslance v Praze.

3. CIA nepfimo investovala do firmy, ktera analyzuje sociélni sité.
4. Loni jsme se zbavili rekordniho 1,8 milionu vyslouzilych mobilda.
5. Zij eme distojn¢, rozumné a autenticky?

6. Reditelka Vodafonu je potieti nejvlivngjsi Zenou &eského byznysu.
7. Google kresli grafy online snadno a rychle.

8. Priblizné tfetina rodici d4 svym détem mobil uz do prvni tiidy.

9. Kansas lezi presné uprostred mezi obéma oceany.

10. Osobné¢ si myslim, ze to je velké riziko.



11. Neberte zivot ptili§ vazné!

12. Némecky trh se na e-booky diva trochu skepticky.

13. Kolik utrati§ za ciga mésicne?

14. Mél bych se smat, ale je to spise k placi.

15. Pomalu, velice pomalu — ale jisté.

16. Potfebuju Cloveka, ktery mé rad road trip a ktery umi arabsky.

17. Nedavno se mi stala jedna zvIastni véc.

18. Evropska unie definitivné schvalila pozadavky na univerzalni nabijecku pro mobilni
telefony.

19. Dlouho jsem t€ nevid¢la.

20. Romantismus se zrodil v Anglii a odtud se rozsitil do celé Evropy.



