Marrying in Czech
How do you say “to get married” and “married” in Czech?

What are some complications in using these words?

Czech does not have a default verb for marrying that applies to both men and women.
Different contexts have different verbal constructions that must be memorized.

To speak of two people who are getting or have gotten married, used the verb brdt se (I;
berou se) | vzit se (P; vezmou se; vzali se). This verb literally means to take each other
(as husband or wife), and it is used only in the plural.

Angelina Jolie a Brad Pitt se vezmou v [ét¢ ve Francii.

Stépanek a Vaidisova se vzali v katedrale svatého Vita.

Bereme se v kvétnu a moc se téSime.

Po jak dlouhém vztahu se berete?
relationship

To say that one person is marrying another and to specify who that other person is,
Czechs use the same verb with si plus an accusative of the lucky person: brdt si nékoho /
vzit si nékoho.

Svédska korunni princezna si vzala trenéra fitness.

Sedmdesatnik si vzal devadesatiletou Zenu — z lasky.
70-year-old

To say that a man is getting or has gotten married (to a woman), use the verb Zenit se (I) /
oZenit se (P). Use the instrumental phrase s kym to express with whom the marriage is
taking or has taken place.

Byvaly Cesky premiér se ve ¢tvrtek oZenil se svou t¢hotnou pititelkyni.
former pregnant

To say that a woman is getting or has gotten married, use the verb vdavat se (I) / vdit se
(P; vddam se, vdds se...; vdala se). Use the accusative phrase za koho to expression with
whom the marriage is taking or has taken place.

Moje ségra se vdava v srpnu.

Moderatorka televiznich novin se vdala.



Americka svatba roku: Chelsea Clintonova se vdala za bankére.

A wedding is svatba and one has a wedding (mit svatbu).

Tradi¢ni nevésty maji svatbu v kostele a neexperimentuji.
brides church

Meéli jste svatbu svych sni?
dreams

Men (heterosexual!) who are married are described by the adjective Zenaty (literally,
having a wife), and married women by the adjective vdanad (literally, given over to).
Single people are free: svobodny or svobodnd. To say that two people are husband and
wife, Czechs use the word manZelé.

Svét je plny Zenatych muzi.
world  full

Vitejte na strankéach klubu svobobnych maminek!
welcome to

Svobodny chlap nad 30, ktery jesté zije s maminkou je podeziely.
over suspicious

Nejlépe se spi vdanym a zddanym Zenam.
sleep-the-best engaged

Andre Agassi a Steffi Grafova jsou manZelé.



