Imperative

What is the imperative and how is it formed?
The imperative is used for making requests and giving commands.

Poslete ndm zpravu emailem. Send us the information by email.
Rekni mi, prosim, pravdu. Please tell me the truth.

Nehledej l14sku... ona si t€ najde. Don’t look for love... it will find you.

Mluvte i s dal$imi lidmi. Talk also with other people.

Jste narcis? Udélejte si test! Are you a narcissist? Take this test!
Jdéte uz spat! Go to sleep already!

Necti, poslouchej! Don’t read, listen!

Nebud’te smutn4. Don’t be sad.

Zavri oci. Close your eyes.

The imperative has informal (zy) and formal (vy) forms. These are used just as corresponding
ty (singular, familiar) and vy (singular and formal or plural) would be.

To form the imperative, drop the -7 or -ou ending from the third-person plural of a verb,
which yields the imperative stem.

Infinitive Oni/Ony Imperative stem
dat daji daj-
podivat se podivaji se podivaj- se
podékovat podékuji podékuj-
vratit se vrati se vrat- se
napsat napiSou napfs-
mluvit mluvi mluv-
hledat hledaji hledaj-
fikat fikaji fikaj-
koupit koupi koup-

fict feknou fekn-
otevrit oteviou otevr-
zavrit zaviou zavi-
vypit vypiji Vypij-
poslat poslou posl-

jit jdou jd-

délat délaji délaj-
prominout prominou promin-



vysvétlit vysvetli vysvétl-

spat spi sp-
Cist ctou Ct-
pamatovat si pamatuji si pamatuj- si

If the imperative stem ends in a single consonant, then the stem itself is the fy imperative.
The vy imperative is formed by adding -ze to the stem. For this type,.there are three sub-classes
with changes in the imperative stem: (1) verbs with a third-person plural in -aji fit here, but the -
a- shifts to -e- to yield an informal imperative in -¢j and a formal imperative in -ejte: délaji ~
délejldélejte; (2) when the vowel in the syllable preceding the -7 or -ou third-person plural ending
is long, it shortens for the imperative: koupi ~ kup/kupte; (3) when the imperative stem ends in -
t,-d, or -n, these consonants soften to -, -d , and -7i: prominou ~ promifi/promiiite, vrati se ~
vrat’ selvrat’te se.

Imperative stem Ty imperative Vy imperative

mluv- mluv mluvte speak!
podékuj- podeékuyj podékujte thank!
vrat- vrat’ se vrat'te se return!
napis- napis napiste write!
hledaj- hledej hledejte look for!
podivaj- se podivej se podivejte se look!

daj- dej dejte give!
pamatuj- si pamatuj si pamatujte si remember!
Vypij- Vypij vypijte drink!
fikaj- fikej fikejte tell, say!

If the imperative stem ends in two or more consonants, then add -i for the £y imperative
and -éte (-ete) for the vy imperative.

Imperative stem Ty imperative Vy imperative

fekn- fekni feknete tell!

jd- jdi jdéte go!

Ct- Cti Ctéte read!
sp- spi spéte sleep!
vysvétl- vysvétli vysvétlete explain!
zavi- zavri zaviete close!
otevr- otevri otevrete open!
posl- posli poslete send!



Irregular imperatives

The following verbs have irregular imperatives:

Verb Imperative

mit méj / méjte have!

byt bud / bud'te be!

pomoci pomoz / pomozte help!

prijit prijd / prijd'te come!

jist jez / jezte eat! (imperf)
snist snéz / snézte eat! (perf)
odpoveédét odpovéz / odpovézte answer!

Imperatives in the first-person plural (Let’s...)

To form first-person plural imperatives (the my imperative), add -me to imperative stems
ending in a single consonant and -éme (-eme) to stems ending in two or more consonants.

Imperative stem My imperative

bud budme Bud’me realisté! Let’s be realists!
mluv mluvme Nemluvme o krizi. Let’s not talk about the crisis.
pojd pojdme Pojd’'me si hrit. Let’s go play.

Imperatives in the third person (Let him..., Have her..., Let them...)

Use the particle at’ plus the third person form of the verb.

At jedi koldce. Let them eat cake(s).
At to udélaji sami. Let them do it themselves.

At onafekne, co chce. Let her say what she wants.

A frequent phrase with this imperative is A?’ Zije... or Long live...!

At Zije Cestina! Long live Czech!
At Zije rockenroll! Long live rock n roll!
At Zije zdravy rozum! Long live common sense!



Aspect in the imperative

Perfective imperatives focus on result or the completion of the event.

Naucte se tancovat! Learn how to dance!
Zazpivej si s nami! Sing a song with us.
Udélejte si blog! Make a blog for yourself!
Napis$ mi brzy. Write me soon.

Imperfective imperatives are used for habitual situations or continuing activities.

U¢ se pravidelné kazdy den. Study regularly every day.
Zpivejte, jako kdyby nikdo neposlouchal.  Sing as if no one was listening.
Co del4s, to délej rad. Whatever you do, do it happily.
Prosim, piS mi kazdy mésic. Please write me every month.

Negative imperatives are usually imperfective, but sometimes a negated perfective
imperative can be used to express a warning.

Negated imperfectives

Nekupuj to, je to moc drahé.
Neotvirej okno.
Neuc se porad.

Nemluvte sproste.

Negated perfectives (as warnings)
Nezapomeii na to!

Dobre, ale neudélej hloupost.

Some frequent imperatives

Uzij si to

Bud zticha

Zkus to

Podivej se
Pozdravuy;...
Prosim, podej mi...
Pojd sem

Pojd dal

Odloz si

Don’t buy it, it’s too expensive.
Don’t open the window.
Don’t study all the time.

Don’t speak vulgarly.

Don’t forget about that!
OK, but don’t do something stupid.

Have fun

Be quiet

Try it

Look

Say hello to...
Please pass the...
Come here

Come on in

Take off your coat



Posad se Have a seat

Zavolej Call me

Bud hodny / hodnd Be good

Nech toho Stop it

Nech mé Leave me alone
Neboj se Don’t be afraid
ME;j se hezky Have fun
Pospes si Hurry up

Examples of usage

Find the imperatives in the following example sentences
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. Nepiste SMSky kdyz ridite.

. Spéte, kdyz vase dit€ spi a pijte hodn€ zdravych tekutin.

. Nikdy nejez Zluty snih.

. Nudite se? Tak kupte miniprasétko!

. Nebud'me Ihostejni k tyrani zvitat.

. Mas potiebu byt slySet? Tak otevfi pusu a mluv!

. Co je vlastné normdlni? To mi vysvétlete, jd se v tom nevyzndm!
. Dejte mi druhou $anci!

. Co muzes udé€lat dnes, neodkladej na Zitek.

. Udélejte néco uslechtilého — darujte krev!

. Nemluvte monoténné, neptisobi to pfirozené, naopak nudné.
. Nerikejte partnerovi v§echno, protoZe upfimnost zabiji lasku.
. Praha vold: ,,Turisté, vrat'te se!*

. Nekuf a nepij alkohol a kdvu.

. Zavti o¢i a jdi spat.

. Nehledej cestu, hledej cil.

. Hudba je kofen{ Zivota. Poslouchejte, co chcete!

. Mami, pfecti mi pohddku.

. Pomozte ndim zménit svét k lepSimu!

. Zij ptitomnosti, sni o budoucnosti, u¢ se minulosti.

. What do the sentences mean?



