Possessive adjectives

What are possessive adjectives and how are they formed?
How are they used in Czech?

Possessive adjectives are primarily formed from names — first names and, somewhat
less typically, surnames. They are also formed from singular animate nouns that
designate a personal role (otec, matka, sestra, bratr, profesor...).

Karel ~ Karliv
Tomas ~ Tomasuv
Masaryk ~ Masarykitv
bratr ~ bratriv
ucitel ~ uciteliv
Lenka ~ Lencin
Jana ~ Janin
Barbora ~ Barborin
Sofie ~ Sofiin

Olga ~ Olzin
matka ~ matcin
sestra ~ sestrin

Possessive adjectives indicate possession of something much like English apostrophe
s (as in David’s explanation) and the Czech genitive case (as in vysvétleni pana
profesora). They are frequently used in place names (buildings, squares, institutions)
and street names when the place or street is named after someone.

Karlitv most | Karlova univerzita | Karlovo namésti
Tomasovo kolo

Masarykovo nadrazi | Masarykova univerzita
bratritv pokoj

ucitelova kniha

Lencina motorka

Janiny papiry

Barborina kava

Sofiini rodice

Olzin pocitac

matcin mobil

sestrina Cepice

To form a possessive adjective from a male name, add the suffix -iiv to the name. To
form a possessive adjective from a female name, add the suffix -in to the grammatical
stem of the name. The -in suffix causes stem-final consonant alternations: » ~ 7; k ~ ¢;
g/h ~ z. Note that feminine possessive adjectives are only formed from female first
names since last names for women are adjectives (Nemcova, Navratilova, Mala...).

Like any adjective, a possessive adjective must agree in gender, number, and case
with the noun that it modifies. Possessive adjectives have a mixed declension: it is
partly like a noun declension, especially in the singular, and partly like a regular
adjectival declension, especially in the plural.



Sg Masc / Neut Fem

Nom Tomasuv (-ovo) / Len¢in(o) mobil (kolo) Tomasova / Len¢ina matka
Gen Tomasova / Lenc¢ina mobilu (kola) TomaSovy / Len€iny matky
Dat Tomasovu / Lenc¢inu mobilu (kolu) Tomasoveé / Len¢iné matce
Acc inanim =nom Tomasovu / Len¢inu matku
Acc masc anim = gen

Voc =nom

Loc Tomasové / Lenc¢iné mobilu (kole, matce)

Instr Tomasovym / Len¢inym mobilem (autem) Tomasovou / Lenc¢inou matkou
Pl Masc/Neut/Fem

Nom masc anim Tomasovi / Lencini rodice

Nom masc inanim / fem Tomasovy / Lenciny papiry (knihy)

Nom neut Tomaésova / LenCina auta

Gen Tomasovych / Lenéinych rodic¢a

Dat Tomasovym / Lenc¢inym rodi¢im

Acc masc anim TomaSovy / Lenciny rodice

Acc other =nom

Voc =nom

Loc Tomasovych /Lencinych rodi¢ich

Instr Tomasovymi / Len¢inymi rodici

Note that the masculine suffix -izv become -ov- when an ending is added.

Variants exist for some of these endings in Spoken Czech: for Masc/Neut gen sg -yho
is used (Tomasovyho mobilu); for Masc/Neut dat sg -ymu is used (Lencinymu kolu); for
Fem gen/dat/loc sg -y is used (Tomasovy matky, Lenciny matce). In the plural, -y is used
for Neut nom pl (Tomdsovy auta) and the following are used for the other endings: -ejch
for gen and loc pl (Lencinejch rodicu, Tomasovejch rodicich), -ejm for dat pl
(Tomasovejm rodicum), and -ejma for instr pl (Lencinejma rodicema).

Find the possessive adjective in the following googled sentences. What gender, number,
and case is it and why? What is the original name or word that it is derived from?

1. Dneska jdu na party na oslavu Marketinych narozenin.

2. Hleddam volné misto na Masarykov¢ koleji.

3. Ja bych na Honzové misté udélala stejné.

4. Praz$ti straZnici nasli dnes dopoledne v Praze u Karlova namésti zfejmé odlozené
novorozené dité.

miZzete obdivovat renesancni a barokni méstanské domy.

6. Podle tvé a Ani¢¢iny definice jsem taky sobec.

7. Nutné jsem potieboval byt na Smetanovée nabiezi v 11 hodin, ale nastala komplikace.



8. Odjizdim dnes do Vidné€ s Renatou a bratrovymi prateli.

9. Vyrazili jsme v patek v 10 vecer a — hlavné diky Davidovym skvélym fidi¢skym
uménim a uménim se ztratit — jsme dorazili asi ve 3 rano.

10. Dima je muj bratranec z mat¢iny strany a Alice je sestfenice z otcovy strany.

11. Kdo ma nejvétsi Sanci ziskat princovo srdce?

12. Co se o prezidentovi dozvime z prezidentovych projevii?



