Verbal Nouns (Podstatné jméno slovesné)

The meaning and usage of verbal nouns

Verbal nouns are nouns derived from verbs. They correspond to English nouns ending in
-ing (reading, writing, speaking, dancing...) and -(t)ion (education, explanation,
translation...). Not all instances of verbal nouns in Czech (¢tent, psani, mluveni,
tancovdni, vzdéldani, vysvétlent, preloZeni...) can be translated by English words ending in
-ing or -(t)ion, but most can.

It may be helpful to think of verbal nouns as conceptually hybrid forms in which a strong
verbal element (a process or an event) is being viewed as a noun. For example, in the
sentence “I am interested in traveling”, the word traveling evokes the verbal activity of
moving from place to place, but this moving is conceptualized as a nominal or static
entity — essentially as a thing — within the sentence itself; compare this with the sentence
“I am interested in soccer (or Czech)”. Similarly, in the Czech equivalent sentence
“Zajimam se o cestovani”, the essentially verbal notion cestovat is turned into a (verbal)
noun (cestovdni).

Because the meaning of verbal nouns is predictable from their base verbs, they are
normally not listed in dictionaries as distinct vocabulary items. Many verbal nouns have,
however, become lexicalized: they have come to be perceived as normal, everyday
words and their original status as nouns derived from verbs has faded. These words are
listed in dictionaries, and they include the following common words:

Verbal Noun Base Infinitive Translation
cviceni cvicit exercise
rozhodnuti rozhodnout se decision
vzdélani vzdélat education
pozvani pozvat invitation
vydan{ vydat edition
prani prat si desire, wish
potvrzen{ potvrdit confirmation, certificate. ..
uméni umeét art

hnuti hnout (se) movement
vysvétleni vysvétlit explanation
opakovani opakovat review
predstaveni predstavit performance
chovani chovat se behavior

Since most verbal nouns are not listed separately in the dictionary, you will need first to
be able to recognize a word as a verbal noun in order to look up its infinitive in the
dictionary.

Verbal nouns are used more often in written texts than in speaking. They are often found
in newspapers as well as in official and technical language of all kinds.



Translating verbal nouns

Sometimes Czech uses a verbal noun where English doesn’t:

1) D43 si néco k piti? Will you have something to drink?
2) Premiér se boji mého vystoupeni, fikd prezident. The prime-minister is afraid of my speech, says the president.

Sometimes the opposite occurs: English uses an -ing word where Czech does not use a
verbal noun but expresses the same idea via another construction (rdd plus conjugated
verb or an infinitive phrase):

3) Radi studujeme Cestinu. We like studying Czech.
4) Psat v blogu je zdbavné. Writing in a blog is fun.
5) Tancovat nds bavi. Dancing entertains us.

The grammar of verbal nouns

All verbal nouns end in -7, which places them in the declensional class of neuter nouns
like ndmésti and nddraZi. Given their meaning, verbal nouns are almost always used in
the singular, which means that, like ndmésti, they will change their ending only in the
instrumental case (pred ndméstim). Some verbal nouns do have meanings that lend
themselves to pluralizing (for example: rozhodnuti as “decision” or “decisions”), and
these will take additional plural endings as necessary (o téch rozhodnutich, kviili tém
rozhodnutim...).

In terms of their interaction with other words in a sentence, verbal nouns behave as
nouns. Note the difference between the cases required by a verb and its corresponding
verbal noun:

6) Bill Gates zalozil firmu Microsoft. Bill Gates founded the company Microsoft. [verb + accusative]
7) PiSeme o zaloZeni firmy. We are writing about the founding of the company. [verbal noun + genitive]

In (6), the verb zalozil requires a direct object in the accusative (firmu) while in (7) its
corresponding verbal noun zaloZeni is followed by a genitive phrase (the founding of the
company).

The formation of verbal nouns

All verbal nouns end in either -ni or -#7 and their forms are almost always parallel to
passive participles ending in -ny (pfipraveny) or -ty (vypity).

The formation of verbal nouns across all verbs is complex with more than a few messy
details — especially regarding consonant changes which are not always regular. In
general, however, consonant changes occur in verbal stems that are susceptible to them,



and the verb’s infinitive can serve as a base for predicting the form of the corresonding
verbal noun. This is summarized below:

I) For infinitives in -dt or -at, the verbal noun will end in -anf (the -a- will usually be
short in verbal nouns of only two syllabes) or -dni (for some two-syllable and all longer
verbal nouns). An infinitive ending in -ovat therefore has a corresponding verbal noun in
-ovani.

8) psani knih the writing of books

9) napsani ¢lanku the writing of an article
10) surfovani po internetu surfing on the internet
11) lyzovani v Alpach skiing in the Alps

12) préasek na spani sleeping pill

13) studovani jazyka the studying of languages

II) For infinitives in -et, -€t, or -it, the verbal noun will end in -eni or -éni.

14) jezdéni na kole bike riding

15) vareni brambor the cooking of potatoes

16) platit za bydleni to pay for housing

17) dokonéeni studii the finishing up of one’s studies
18) zékaz koureni the prohibition of smoking

19) misto k sezeni a place for sitting (a seat)

20) no¢ni vidéni night vision

IIT) For infinitives in -7it, the verbal noun will end in -enf.

21) zavieni oken the closing of the windows
22) otevreni klubu the opening of a club

IV) For infinitives in -nout, the verbal noun will end in -nuti.

23) spiknuti mocnych a conspiracy of the powerful
24) odmitnuti odpovédnosti a denial of responsibility
25) dim na spadnuti a house that’s falling down
26) blbnuti na sné¢hu playing around in the snow

V) For common one-syllable infinitives in -yt or -it, the verbal noun will end in -yt7 or -
iti (the -y- or -i- shortens).

27) piti alkoholu the drinking of alcohol
28) myti nadobi{ dish-washing
29) skola Siti school of sewing

30) lehkost byti the lightness of being



VI) For infinitives in -ct, -st, and -z¢, the verbal noun will end in -eni.

31) moédni obleceni fashionable clothes
32) peceni strudlu strudel-baking
33) zajimavé Cteni interesting reading
34) lezeni po skaldch rock-climbing
35) ukradeni majetku property-theft

If the verbal noun is formed from a reflexive verb, the reflexive particle remains with the
verbal noun only when it is necessary to differentiate meaning (uceni “teaching” vs. ucent se
“learning”).

Aspect and verbal nouns

Czech verbal nouns can be formed from imperfective verbs and thereby convey a verbal
process or habitual activity, or they can be derived from perfective verbs and
communicate a completed action or one-time verbal event. This is illustrated in the
examples below.

prekladat [imperfective: to translate]
36) Vedle psani romant se vénovala i prekladani z francouzstiny. Besides writing novels, she devoted
herself also to translating from French.

prelozit [perfective: to translate]
37) Chtéla bych vds poprosit o preloZeni véty do angliCtiny. I would like to ask you to translate a
sentence into English.

In (36) the imperfective verbal noun prekldddni is appropriate for a context where the act
is an ongoing process: the novelist was also engaged in translating from French. In (37),
which is taken from an internet forum, the speaker is asking for a one-time translation of
a single sentence into English, so the perfective form of the verbal noun is used.

Cistit [imperfective: to clean, brush]
38) Cisténi zubu elektrickymi zubnimi kartacky je snazsi. Cleaning your teeth with an electric toothbrush
is easier.

vyd¢istit [perfective: to clean, brush]
39) Ustni vody ma smysl pouzivat pouze pokud jsou dopliikem po dikladném vycisténi zubl. Ir makes
sense to use mouthwash only as a supplement after thoroughly brushing your teeth.

In (38) the imperfective verbal noun is used to convey a generally valid point: if you
clean your teeth with an electric brush, then it’s easier to get them clean. By contrast, the
perfective vycisténi in (39) is used to indicate that you must have already brushed your
teeth to make the subsequent use of mouthwash effective: the perfective implies that the
act of brushing has been finished before the mouthwash is used.



vysvétlovat [imperfective: to explain]
40) Asi mé nechdpete a za to se omlouvam. Moc mi nejde vysvétlovani. You probably don’t understand
me and I apologize for that. I’'m not very good at explaining.

vysvétlit [perfective: to explain]
41) Poslanci zadaji po Schwarzenbergovi vysvétleni tajemného setkani. Members of parliament ask
Schwarzenberg for an explanation of the secret meeting.

In (40) the speaker claims that she or he is not good at explaining as an activity or
phenomenon, so the imperfective verbal noun is used. In (41), the parliamentary deputies
are asking the foreign minister for a vysvétleni — perfective verbal noun — of one
specific secret meeting.

Verbal nouns in action: Podstatné jméno slovesné v akci

Identify the verbal nouns in the following googled contexts (some contexts have more
than one). What is the infinitive base of each verbal noun? Find the meaning of the
verbal noun by, if necessary, looking up the infinitive in the dictionary and then translate
the whole context in which it occurs.

Meéni surfovani po internetu na§ mozek?

Zakaz mluveni na pracovisti!

Nejsem pfi mluveni Cesky ve své kuzi.

Na Sitf nemam trpélivost.

V pétek nastane ¢astecné zatméni slunce.

Politika — je to slibovani v§eho vSem.

Stavim své ¢iny na redlné pracovitosti a ne na beztvarém slibovani.

Nejsem zv1aste dobry tanecnik, ale tancovani miluju.

K jezeru jsme dorazili za lehkého prseni.

Nechci se do prace vratit, navic po mesici nicned€lani.

Po dokoncenf studif pracoval jako instruktor ve fitness centru.

Diskarka Véra Cechlova ponese Ceskou vlajku pfi dneSnim slavnostnim zakonceni olympijskych her
v Pekingu.

Jaké zkuSenosti s programovanim mas?

Tyden jsme stravili béhdnim po obchodech a paméatkach kathmanského ddoli.

Podle statistik se muzi nejcastéji zapojuji do domécich praci jako luxovani a nakupovandi, jejich jedinou
dominantou je vypliiovani dailového pfiznani.

Dalkové plavani vyZaduje neuvéfitelnou fyzickou odolnost a vytrvalost.

Nejlépe je uzivat tablety veer pfed spanim a po vycisténi zubu.

Ustetiete Cas a penize s novym systémem ¢isténi podlahy!

Pittsburgskd dohoda se stala zakladnim kamenem k vytvofeni samostatného Ceskoslovenska.
Casto dostdvite e-maily, jejichZ odesilatel vyZzaduje potvrzeni o precteni?

Premyslel jsem pred tydnem, jak oslavit prvni rok mého blogovani.

Jste s tim rozhodnutim $t'astni nebo nest’astni?

Neumite vafit? VyuZijte nasf Skoly vareni.

Polévka ma stat jesté aspon pul hodiny po uvareni, aby dostala spravnou chut’.

Distan¢ni vzdélani je soucdsti celoZivotniho vzdélani.

BBC oznamila, Ze ukonci vysilani Ceské redakce.

Tisk a kopirovani jsou placené sluzby.

Maite urcité velmi dobrou ochranu proti ukradenti, kdyZ mate takovy hlidaci systém.



10 vtefin googlovani a nasel bys feSeni!

K tsp€$nému vyteSeni tohoto tkolu je tfeba vice statnictvi a méné politikareni.

Diky trénovani a neustalému sportovani Pavel zhubnul o 6,5 kilo!

Jestli mate problém s pochopenim soucasné finanéni krize, ndsledujici fadky by vdm mohly pomoci.
Kdy?z si ¢loveék zvykne na integrované hledani, nemiiZe se bez toho obejit.

K zaloZeni firmy je v souCasnosti nutné vyfidit celkem 21 dokumentu.

Svét levného létani funguje. Mdm za sebou osm letl a zatim jsem nepoznal, co je to zpozdéni.

Hnuti Newropeans (Novi Evropané) je politickou reakci na slabost politické reprezentace EU a na rostouci
prani obyvatel Evropy podilet se na rozhodnutich Evropské unie.

V Jiraskové divadle se konalo mezindrodni setkani fotograft.

Cesky stat pod vedenim levo-pravé koalice kazdoro¢né dosahuje rekordnich deficitnich rozpoéti.
Penzijni fondy Zaluji Yahoo kvili odmitnuti nabidky Microsoftu.

Jediny zpusob, jak hypertenzi zjistit, je pravidelné méfeni krevniho tlaku.

Zajisténi hypotéky znamena to, Ze banka ma jakousi jistotu, Ze o své penize neprijde.

V ¢em spociva vyhodnost distanéniho vzdélavani? Pfedevsim se jednd o moderni zptisob uéeni, ktery
vyuziva riznych technickych opor.

KdyZ nékam jedu, tak musim mit asponi jednou denné sprchu, sluSnou veceti v dobré hospod€ a porddné
vyspani v Cisté posteli.

Byl jsem pékné nervézni, takze jsem pordd prebihal celou noc mezi pokojem a zdchodem, aZ mi sestra dala
néjaky prasek na spani.

Bzuceni v uchu znamenad, Ze nékdo o vas mluvi.

Specializujeme se na znaCkové obleCeni, obuv a dopliikky znacek Ben Sherman, Diesel a dal$ich.

Projekt se zabyva rozvojem distan¢niho vzdélavani, zejména jednoho z jeho prvki — e-learningovych
kurzu.

Nérodni obrozenf je proces, ktery probihal prevazné v 18. a 19. stoleti a oznacuje obrodu konkrétni narodni
kultury.

Pro etické zdlivodnéni nezabit{ zvifat (pro zdivodnéni veganstvi) rozhodné nestaci racionalni filozofické
argumenty.

Vcera bylo rozpusténo shromdzdéni Ndrodni strany na Vaclavském ndmésti.

Pfi tisknut{ se vds pocitaC po vybéru tiskdrny zeptd na login a heslo.

V archivu jsou vSechna hlaseni rozhlasu za tento a minuly mésic.

Po 9/11 zahaleni muslimek v Evropé ndpadné pfibylo.

Manzelskd dvojice s 14-letym synem hledd ubytovani v Praze od 28. prosince do 3. ledna. Nabizime na
vyménu ubytovani v Torontu.

Svitidla jsou uréena pro osvétleni ddlnic, silnic, historickych pamadtek, tuneli a sportovist'.

Hotel je umiStén v krasném, klidném, slunném prostiedi v blizkosti parku, coZ umoZiiuje straveni volného
Casu v bezprostfedni blizkosti prirody.

Kazdy z bézc ma nejvetsi hriizu ze zranéni, které mu znemozn{ béhat.

Sto dni po t&7kém zranéni hlavy se Petr Cech znovu postavil do brany fotbalové Chelsea.

Vlada rozhodla o scénéfi zavedeni eura v Ceské republice.

Jsou divadelni predstaveni a filmy, které ani po letech neztraceji nic ze svého kouzla.

Vstiicnost, spokojenost, radost — to jsou slova, kterd mé napadaji ve spojeni s Finskem.

Je fakt, Ze jsem se o sloZeni nikdy nezajimala, nejsem alergik nebo ekzematik, t€lovou kosmetiku snesu
téméf jakoukoli.

Ceskym fekam hrozi zne&isténi novymi civilizaénimi latkami, jako jsou napiiklad 1é¢iva, parfémy, slozky
kosmetickych pfipravki a podobné.

Nabizime lyZe pro déti: i ty nejmensi lyZafe a zdvodnici si zaslouzi dobré a kvalitni vybaveni.
Australskd policie obnovila vySetfovani vice nezZ sto let staré vrazdy.

Smirt je odpocinuti od ndmahy a bidy Zivota.

Na hrani a odpocivani zbyva jen velmi mdlo Casu.

Tyhle véci jsou mimo naSe pfirozené chdpani. Zname pouze fakta.

Veprové maso v Arébii neni zakdzané, ale ze zfejmych divodid nenf piili§ k sehnéni.

Zemétieseni u Indonésie spustilo varovani pred tsunami.

Lii{ se postaveni Zeny a muZe v médiich? Zena vzdy krdsnd, muZ drsny s drahym autem.



