Verbs of motion

What are the verbs of motion and how do form a system?
How can prefixes be combined with the basic motion verbs and what changes occur?

Czech doesn’t have a default verb go. Going in Czech depends upon the kind of
motion that you are engaged in: by foot or not by foot, in a specific direction with a
goal in mind, motion without a goal, or repeated going (every day or week, often,
usually...). Czech verbs of motion form a system with so-called determinate and
indeterminate forms for every basic verb.

Determinate Indeterminate

jit chodit to go by foot

jet jezdit to go by vehicle, ride

letét 1état (litat) to fly

bézet béhat to run

nést nosit to carry by foot

vést vodit to lead or take on foot

vézt vozit to carry or transport by vehicle

For conjugations, see the end of this guide.

Determinate verbs primarily denote a single act of moving in one direction toward a
definite goal.

Jdeme do prace. We’re going to work.

Jedou na letiSte. They’re going to the airport.

Letim nejdiiv do Londyna. First I’'m flying to London.

Pejsek bézi do parku. The dog runs to the park.

Nesu knihy do knihovny. I’m carrying (bringing) the books to the library.
Kazd4 cesta vede do Rima. Every path leads to Rome.

Cyklista vezl brambory. The cyclist was transporting potatoes.

They can also be used for repeated motion where a goal is explicit.

KaZzdy den si jdeme zaplavat. Every day we go for a swim.

In the past tense, the verbs jit and jet tend to capture the whole trip seen as a
completed event (/ went to the store).

Sli jsme na Viclavak. We went to Wencleslas Square.

V 1été jsem jel do Ameriky. In the summer I went to America.



Determinate verbs in the past tense also denote the in-transit moment of going from
source to the goal (I was going to the store when...).

KdyzZ jsem $la na pédium, byla jsem nervozni.
When I was going to the podium, I was nervous.

KdyZ jsme vezli tetu k vlaku, kamarddka u nds ¢ekala doma.
While we were taking our aunt to the train, our friend waited at our house.

Indeterminate verbs do not have a directional or goal-oriented focus and therefore
denote movement without direction, regular or habitual going, or the ability to perform a
movement. Translations into English necessarily vary.

Chodime pozd¢ spat.

To dité uz chodi.

Jezdime po vindrnéch.
Béham rada pro kondici.
Listonos nosi kopce dopist.

Skoly vodi déti k zubafi.

We go to bed late.

The child is already walking.

We’re on a driving tour of wineries.

I gladly run to get in shape.

The postman carries mountains of letters.

Schools are taking kids to the dentist.

Both determinate and indeterminate verbs are aspectually imperfective. Determinate
verbs serve the function of a perfective verb to indicate a completed event of motion in
the past tense, inception of motion in the future via the po- forms, and for the purposes of

an infinitive.

Letos v 1ét¢ pojedme do Prahy.
Loni na jafe jsme jeli do Prahy.
Chceme jet do Prahy!

Asi uz pijdu domd.

Vcera vecer jsme §li do divadla.

NemuzZeme tam jit bez tebe.

This summer we’re going to Prague.
Last spring we went to Prague.

We want to go to Prague!

I’ll probably just go home.

We went to the theatre last night.

We can’t go there without you.

Specific transportation by vehicle is indicated through the instrumental case of the
means of transport: jet/jezdit viakem, autobusem, metrem, tramvaji, autem... Note the

exceptions: jet/jezdit na kole, na motorce.

V Amsterdamu kazdy jezdi na kole.

Pojedeme tramvaji nebo metrem?

In Amsterdam everyone rides a bike.

Will we go by tram or metro?



Prepositions and motion verbs

Motion verbs combine with the prepositions do + genitive, na + accusative, and k +
dative.

The preposition do + genitive is used for places that take v in the locative case to
denote location. This covers the great majority of place names.

Déti bézi do Skoly. The children are running to school.
Prezident leti zpatky do Washingtonu. The president is flying back to Washington.
V tomhle nikdy nechod'te do kancelate. Don’t ever go to the office in that.

KdyZ jsem ho potkala, §la jsem do divadla. When I ran into him, I was going to the theatre.

Motion followed by na + accusative is used for places that take na in the locative
case. This is a limited list that must be memorized, and the list includes (but is not
limited to!) the following:

Location (na + locative) Motion (na + accusative)

na univerzité
na hodiné

na prednésce
na koleji

na hradé

na namesti
na nadrazi
na letisti

na parkovisti
na sidlisti

na stadioné
na zastavce
na vyleté

na plazi

na chalupé
na chaté

na venkové
na Moravé
na Slovensku
na ostrové

na koncerté

na univerzitu
na hodinu

na prednéasku
na kolej

na hrad

na namesti
na nadrazi
na letisté

na parkovisté
na sidlisté

na stadion

na zastavku
na vylet

na plaz

na chalupu
na chatu

na venkov
na Moravu
na Slovensko
na ostrov

na koncert

to the university

to class

to the lecture

to the dorm

to the castle

to the square

to the train station

to the airport

to the parking lot

to the housing complex
to the stadium

to the (tram or bus) stop
on a day trip

to the beach

to the cottage

to the country house

to the countryside

to Moravia

to Slovakia

to the island

to the concert



na filmu na film to the film

na hre na hru to the play

na navstéveé na navstévu for a visit

na severu na sever northward

na jihu na jih southward

na vychodé na vychod eastward

na zdpadé na zdpad westward

Ucitel bézi na hodinu cestiny. The teacher is running to Czech class.
Pro¢ ptici 1étaji na jih? Why do birds fly south?

Bourky pfinesly na Moravu i krupobiti. Storms brought to Moravia even hail.

Jedeme do Prahy na koncert Lady Gaga!  Let’s go to Prague to Lady Gaga’s concert!

The preposition k + dative is used for movement to people (or people’s homes) as well
as in certain fixed expressions where we go up to a place but not into it (k mori,

k Fece...). This preposition also indicates movement towards or in the direction of
(smerem k...) a location.

Déti ptijdou k babicce. The children will go to their grandmother’s.

Kdo v 1ét€ jede k mori? Who’s going to the seaside in the summer?

Ptijdu k tobé kdykoli. I’ll come to you any time.

Lukas jde lesem k tece. Luk4s is walking through the forest to the river.

Turisté jdou smérem ke Karlovu mostu. The tourists are heading in the direction of Charles Bridge.

Prefixed verbs of motion

Verbs of motion can also take a range of prefixes to specify the exact nature of the
movement (into, out of, across, through...).

When a prefix is added to a determinate verb, the verb becomes perfective. A prefix
added to an indeterminate verb results in an imperfective verb.

When prefixed, all indeterminate verbs (with the exception of /éfar) modify their stems;
this is true also for the determinate verb béZet, the stem of which modifies to -béhnout
when prefixed. These changes are illustrated below with the prefix indicating arrival

(pFi-).

Translations of these prefixed verbs into English vary depending on the specific
context, but in general an entirely different word is used that captures the meaning of the
prefix.



Prefixed perfective Prefixed imperfective

prijit pfichazet to arrive by foot
pfijet prijizdét to arrive by vehicle

filetét filétat to arrive by flyin
p p y tlying
prib&hnout pribihat to arrive by running
prinést prinaset to bring by carrying on foot
privést privadét to bring by leading on foot
privézt privdzet to bring by transporting

Common prefixes for motion verbs are: pii- (arrival); od- (motion away, departure); v-
(motion into); vy- (motion out of); pfe- (motion across); pro- (motion through); do-
(motion up to or reaching); ob- (motion around). Translations vary depending on the
context, especially when these verbs are used metaphorically and not to describe literal
motion.

Navstévnici uz prichazeji.
The guests are already arriving.

Kolik ji bylo let, kdyZ odjela do Anglie?
How old was she when she left to live in England?

s,

Cesko vyvazi do ciziny stile vice zboZi.
The Czech Republic exports abroad more and more goods.

Metro projizdi Malostranskou, protoze nefunguji eskalétory.
The metro is passing through the Malostranska station because its escalators aren’t working.

Dobrovoln{ hasi¢i privedli vodu na ndmeésti.
Volunteer fire-fighters brought water to the square.

Starostové donesli do snémovny petice.
The mayors delivered petitions to parliament.

Odletim v 17.00.
I fly out at 5pm.

Cina dovaizi stile vice vina.
China imports more and more wine.

Banky obchazeji zdkon, uznal stat.
Banks are getting around the law, admitted the government.

Pilot vletél do mlhy a havaroval.
The pilot flew into the fog and crashed.

Do Polska prevezli t€lo mrtvého polského prezidenta.
They transported the body of the dead Polish president back to Poland.



Prefixed verbs of motion present a complex and sophisticated instance of the Czech
motion system, and meanings and usage will necessarily be learned gradually.

Conjugations

Determinate verbs tend to have conjugational idiosynracies while indeterminate
verbs are regular. Only determinate verbs have po- futures.

jit = to go by foot (det)

Present tense

jdu jdeme
jdes jdete
jde jdou

chodit = to go by foot (indet)

Present tense

chodim chodime
chodis chodite
chodf{ chodi/chodéji

jet = to go by vehicle, ride (det)

Present tense

jedu jedeme
jedes jedete
jede jedou

Past participles Future in po-
Sel, sla, §lo pajdu, pujdes. ..
8li, Sly

Past participles

chodil, chodila, chodilo
chodili, chodily

Past participles  Future in po-

jel, jela, jelo
jeli, jely

pojedu, pojedes...

jezdit = to go by vehicle, ride (indet)

Present tense

jezdim jezdime
jezdis jezdite
jezdi jezdi/jezdéji

letét = to fly (det)

Present tense

Past participles

jezdil, jezdila, jezdilo
jezdili, jezdily

Past participles Future in po-



letim letime
letis letite
leti leti

Present tense

1étam 1étame
16t48 1étate
1éta 1étaji

bézet = to run (det)

Present tense

bézim béZime
bezis bézite
bézi bézi

béhat = to run (indet)

Present tense

béham béhame
b&has béhate
bé&ha béhaji

nést = to carry on foot (det)

Present tense

nesu neseme
neses nesete
nese nesou

nosit = to carry on foot (indet)

Present tense

nosim nosime
nosis nosite
nosi nosi

vést = to lead or take by foot (det)

letél, letéla, letélo
letéli, letély

létat (spoken Czech: litat) = to fly (indet)

Past participles

1étal, 1étala, 1étalo
1étali, 1étaly

Past participles

bézel, bézela, bézelo
bézeli, bézely

Past participles

béhal, béhala, béhalo
béhali, béhaly

Past participles

nesl, nesla, neslo
nesli, nesly

Past participles

nosil, nosila, nosilo
nosili, nosily

poletim, poletis...

Future in po-

pobézim, pobezis. ..

Future in po-

ponesu, poneses. ..



Present tense Past participles

vedu vedeme vedl, vedla, vedlo
vedes vedete vedli, vedly
vede vedou

vodit = to lead or take by foot (indet)

Present tense Past participles
vodim vodime vodil, vodila, vodilo
vodis vodite vodili, vodily
vodi vodi

vézt = to carry or transport by vehicle (det)

Present tense Past participles
vezu vezeme vezl, vezla, vezlo
vezes vezete vezli, vezly
veze vezou

vozit = to carry or transport by vehicle (indet)

Present tense Past participles
vozim vozime vozil, vozila, vozilo
vozi§ vozite vozili, vozily

vozi vozi

Future in po-

povedu, povedes...

Future in po-

povezu, povezes...



